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SUBJECT: UNCTAD: G-77 DRAFT RESOLUTION 

1 . G-77 HAS TABLED FOLLOWING DRAFT RESOLUTION ON BEHALF 
OF G-77 ENTITLED "THE EXPLOITATION OF THE SEABED BEYOND 
THE LIMITS OF NATIONAL JURISDICTION." 


BEGIN TEXT: THE TRADE AND DEVELOPMENT BOARD, TAKING NOTE 
OF THE REPORT PRESENTED BY THE SECRETARIAT OF UNCTAD ON THE 
NEGOTIATIONS HELD AT THE THIRD UNITED NATIONS CONFERENCE ON 
THE LAW OF THE SEA, RELATED TO THE EXPLOITATION, FOR 
COMMERCIAL PURPOSES, OF THE RESOURCES OF THE SEA-BED AND 
OCEAN FLOOR, AND THE SUBSOIL THEREOF, BEYOND THE LIMITS OF 
NATIONAL JURISDICTION; 
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BEARING IN MIND CONFERENCE RESOLUTION 51 (III) WHICH DECIDED 
THAT THE QUESTION OF THE ECONOMIC CONSEQUENCES AND IMPLI- 
CATIONS FOR THE ECONOMIES OF THE DEVELOPING COUNTRIES 
RESULTING FROM THE EXPLOITATION OF MINERAL RESOURCES SHOULD 
BE KEPT CONSTANTLY UNDER REVIEW BY THE CONFERENCE AND ITS 
SUBSIDIARY ORGANS, IN PARTICULAR THE TRADE AND DEVELOPMENT 
BOARD; 
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RECALLING GENERAL ASSEMBLY RESOLUTION 2749 (XXV) WHICH 
DECLARED THAT THE SEA-BED AND OCEAN FLOOR, AND THE SUB- 
SOIL THEREOF, BEYOND THE LIMITS OF NATIONAL IURISDICTION, 

AS WELL AS THE RESOURCES OF THAT AREA, ARE THE COMMON 
HERITAGE OF MANKIND: 

RECALLING FURTHER GENERAL ASSEMBLY RESOLUTION 2574 D (XXIV) 

WHICH DECLARED THAT, PENDING THE ESTABLISHMENT OF AN INTER- 
NATIONAL REGIME, STATES AND PERSONS, PHYSICAL OR JURIDICAL.RE BOUND TO REFRAIN FROM ALL ACTIVITIES OF EXPLOITATION 
OF THE RESOURCES OF THE AREA OF THE SEA-BED AND OCEAN 
FLOOR, AND THE SUBSOIL THEREOF, BEYOND THE LIMITS OF 
NATIONAL JURISDICTION, AND THAT NO CLAIM TO ANY PART OF 
THAT AREA OR ITS RESOURCES SHOULD BE RECOGNIZED; 

TAKING INTO ACCOUNT THAT THE THIRD UNITED NATIONS CONFERENCE 
ON THE LAW OF THE SEA HAS MADE PROGRESS TOWARDS THE EARLY 
ADOPTION OF A NEW CONVENTION, WHICH WOULD PROVIDE THE 
ESTABLISHMENT OF AN INTERNATIONAL AUTHORITY ENTITLED TO 
ADMINISTRATE THE AREA OF THE SEA BED AND OCEAN FLOOR, AND 
THE SUBSOIL THEREOF, BEYOND THE LIMITS OF NATIONAL JURIS- 
DICTION, AS THE COMMON HERITAGE OF MANKIND; 

CONSIDERING THAT ANY UNILATERAL ACTIONS DESIGNED TO CARRY 
ON THE EXPLOITATION OF THAT AREA, BEFORE A CONVENTION ON 
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THE LAW OF THE SEA IS ADOPTED, WOULD VIOLATE THE AFORE- 
MENTIONED RESOLUTIONS OF THE GENERAL ASSEMBLY, WOULD 
JEOPARDIZE THE CURRENT NEGOTIATIONS AND WOULD DAMAGE THE 
INTERESTS OF THE INTERNATIONAL COMMUNITY; 

CONSIDERING FURTHER THAT THE EXPLOITATION OF MINERAL 
RESOURCES OF THE SEA-BED AND OCEAN FLOOR, AND THE SUBSOIL 
THEREOF, BEYOND THE LIMITS OF NATIONAL JURISDICTION, 

UNDERTAKEN BY STATES AND PERSONS, PHYSICAL OR JURIDICAL, 

OUTSIDE THE FRAMEWORK OF A UNIVERSAL CONVENTION AND WITHOUT 
THE CONTROL OF THE AUTHORITY CALLED TO MANAGE THAT AREA, 

MIGHT HAVE VERY SERIOUS CONSEQUENCES FOR THE ECONOMIES AND 
TRADE OF OTHER STATES AND WOULD UNDERMINE THE CONCERT OF 
INTERNATIONAL AGREEMENTS ON MINERAL RESOURCES EXPLOITED 
BOTH IN LAND AND IN THE SEA-BED; 

(1) CALLS UPON ALL STATES TO REFRAIN FROM ADOPTING LEGIS- 
LATION OR ANY OTHER MEASURES DESIGNED TO CARRY ON THE 
EXPLOITATION OF THE SEA-BED AND OCEAN FLOOR, AND THE SUBSOIL 
THEREOF, BEYOND THE LIMITS OF NATIONAL JURISDICTION, UNTIL 
NEGOTIATIONS AT THE THIRD UNITED NATIONS CONFERENCE ON THE 
LAW OF THE SEA BE CONCLUDED; 
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(2) RATES THAT ANY UNILATERAL ACTIONS IN CONTRAVENTION 

OF THE PERTINENT RESOLUTIONS OF THE GENERAL ASSEMBLY WOULD 
NOT BE RECOGNIZED BY THE INTERNATIONAL COMMUNITY AND WOULD 
BE INVALID ACCORDING TO INTERNATIONAL LAW; 

(3) STRESSES THAT STATES WHICH MIGHT UNDERTAKE SUCH 
UNILATERAL ACTIONS WOULD HAVE TO ASSUME THE RESPONSIBILITY 
FOR THEIR CONSEQUENCES BOTH ON THE OUTCOME OF THE THIRD 
UNITED NATIONS CONFERENCE ON THE LAW OF THE SEA AND ON 
NEGOTIATIONS ON COMMODITIES RELATED TO THE EXPLOITATION OF 
MINERAL RESOURCES FROM THE SEA-BED; 

(4) URGES ALL STATES TOMAKE THE NECESSARY EFFORTS WITH A 
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VIEW TO ENSURING THE SUCCESS OF THAT CONFERENCE AND OTHER 
CURRENT NEGOTIATIONS; 

LAW OF THE SEA, IN ORDER THAT ITS CONTENTS BE MADE KNOWN TO 
MEMBER STATES. 

2. WE HAVE MADE CLEAR OUR VIEW THAT TDB MEETING SHOULD NOT 
GET INVOLVED IN SUBSTANTIVE ASPECTS OF LOS ISSUES WHICH 
SHOULD PROPERLY BE DEALT WITH IN LOS CONFERENCE ITSELF. 

WE WILL ALSO POINT OUT MISUNDERSTANDING ON PART OF G-77 
EXPRESSED IN OPERATIVE PARAGRAPH 2 CONCERNING LEGAL FORCE 
OF GA RESOLUTIONS. ANY ADDITIONAL GUIDANCE OR TALKING 
POINTS FROM DEPARTMENT OR LOS DELEGATION WOULD BE WELCOME. 
VANDEN HEUVEL 

UNQUOTE CHRISTOPHER 
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